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Beste lid / Dear member

The Association can certainly be proud about the variety and quality of our exhibitions.  Our many enthusiastic visitors always assure us of this fact.

Exhibition openings are special occasions.  Artists, art lovers and friends make them full of happy encounters and the music items add to the overall pleasure.  We believe that the addresses given at the opening of exhibitions are most instructive and provide excellent thoughts not only on the specific works on display, but on art and life in general.

By die opening van ons eerste uitstalling vanjaar van die Pavane-kunsskool van Linda Hendrikz, het die alombekende akademikus en rubriekskrywer, Prof Wilhelm Jordaan, die woord gevoer.  Kort daarna in sy gereelde weeklikse rubriek in Beeld het hy enkele van sy openingsgedagtes herhaal.  Hierdie gedagtes is so ryk en prikkelend dat ons dit graag weergee  :

Linda Hendrikz, hoof van die skool, wys ons hoe ywerig en verbeeldingryk elkeen van die kunsusgangertjies (met ouderdomme tussen vyf en twaalf) hul Pandora-bokse versier en vorm aan die vormlose gee. Nadat Linda Pandora se verhaal vir die kinders vertel het, moet elkeen ‘n simbool vir hoop kies en dit voorstel in ‘n beeldjie van klei.

Ons kleindogter wys met ‘n verfbesmeerde vingertjie na ‘n hartjie wat onder in haar Pandora-boks lê.  Op pad huis toe vertel ouma hoekom dit ‘n goeie simbool is – van geloof en hoop en liefde wat oorbly, maar die grootste hiervan is die liefde wat uit die hart kom.  “Ek het so gedink”, sê sy saggies.  Ons gee haar ‘n drukkie.

Naas hartjies het ander kinders simbole gekies soos ‘n battery (met die verduideliking dat jy weer deur hoop “ge-charge” kan word as dit met jou sleg gan en jou wielietjies pap is); sterretjies; kruise; feetjies; en, in Harry Potter-tradisie, ‘n feniks met trane wat uit die oë drup.

Dit is seker ‘n verstaanbare grootmenswens dat dié kinders praktiserende kunstenaars sal word.  Maar eintlik is dit nie die punt nie.  Wat hulle só simboolmakend beoefen, is iets meer as kunstenaarskap – die ontdekking van skoonheid as ‘n lewensprojek.

Want ons leef in ‘n wêreld wat die impuls tot skoonheid gering skat, of reken skoonheid lê net in die dinge wat ons met geld kan koop om ons geboue en huise te verfraai.

Geen wonder nie iemand het op ‘n keer geskryf ons ly aan ‘n “skoonheidsneurose” wat skoonheid beperk tot “groot kuns” en keer dat ons skoonheid vind in die allergewoonste dinge óm en ín ons.  Daarom is ons lewens dikwels so verbeeldingloos sonder die helder lig van hierdie soort skoonheid.

Maar nietemen kan ‘n mens hoop, soos die digter Percy Bysshee Shelley dit gesuggereer het dat skoonheid oplaas die nie-erkende wetgewer van die wêreld is.  Om dáárvolgens te leef, is lewenskuns.

Bettie Cilliers-Barnard galery

Suid-Afrikaanse keramiekkuns is van wêreldgehalte.  Kunsliefhebbers kan deur die aanskaf van keramiekwerke ‘n kosbare versameling op ‘n heel bekostigbare manier opbou.  Om erkenning te gee aan ons keramiekkunstenaars en om hierdie vorm van visuele kuns permanent te bevorder, is besluit om deurlopende uitstallings van keramiekkunstenaars se werk in die Bettie Cilliers-Barnard vleuel ten toon te stel.

Galerie Chaton

Die Kunsvereniging is gedurig daarop bedag om jong kunstenaars aan te moedig wat nie altyd die finansiële middele het om selfstandige uitstallings aan te pak nie.  Die inrigting van die vereniging se Galerie Chaton – mini galery skep juis die geleentheid vir sulke kunstenaars.  Hulle mag die galery vir tydperk van een maand teen geen onkoste benut, op voorwaarde dat die kunstenaar sy eie werk uitstal en bemark.  Op dié wyse word die jong kunstenaar ook opgelei om die moeilike taak van kunspromosie en bemarking onder die knie te kry.  Galerie Chaton het met uiters suksesvolle uitstallings reeds ‘n klein juweel geword.

Die volgende kunstenaars stal gedurende die volgende twee maande uit in die Galerie Chaton

Mei  :
Hardus Koekemoer

Hardus Koekemoer is ‘n kunstenaar wie se werk straal van kleurvolle fantasie.  Hy het al groot bekendheid oorsee en veral in België verwerf.

Junie  :  Elements 

Kay Potts, Sanna Swart, Jahni Wasserfall & Liza Wilson

PPC Cement Young Concrete Sculptor Awards – goes national

The 2005 PPC Cement Young Concrete Sculptor Awards goes national.  This means that artists young in the art of sculpting from all over South Africa will have the opportunity to enter the Awards.

By adapting the entry format for the Awards, artists will be able to submit their entries using photographic images, digital or processed, which will provide a cost effective solution to the entry procedure.  From the initial photographic submissions, a selection panel will select works which will then be sent to the Association of Arts Pretoria for the final judging and Awards exhibition.

“We are very excited about improving access to the awards for those artists who in the past have not been able to submit their works due to distance or financial constraints.  We believe that this new format will further raise the quality of the entries and provide an exhibition of excellent sculptures for all to enjoy,” said Craig Waterson, sales and marketing director of PPC Cement.

The prize money for this year’s event has been increased, with the winners in the Best Sculpture on Exhibition and Technical Excellence in Concrete Sculpture each receiving R20 000, and the runner up in both categories each R7 500.  The organisers have also  added two new merit awards of R2 500 each.

Sculptors are invited to attend a PPC Cement Young Concrete Sculptors Workshop, where they will be given an overview of the basic skills and techniques of sculpting in concrete.  These one-day workshops have been scheduled as follows:

· Cement and Concrete Institute, Midrand – 4 May 2005;

· Michaelis Art School, Cape Town – 11 May 2005;

· Quad Gallery at Port Elizabeth Technikon, Port Elizabeth – 18 May 2005; and

· Vaal University of Technology, Vanderbijlpark – 25 May 2005.

A cost of R60,00 per person is charged for the workshop.  Each workshop is limited to 50 participants. To book a place at one of the four workshops, contact Nandi Hilliard at the Association of Arts Pretoria on (012) 346-3100.

Further information on the 2005 PPC Cement Young Concrete Sculptor Awards can be sourced from the website: www.ppc.co.za/concretesculptor or by contacting the Association of Arts on (012) 346-3100.

The Cité Internationale des Arts, Paris

The following procedure should be followed by visual artists, when applying for accommodation in one of the three studios in the Cité Internationale des Arts in Paris, France.  These studios were procured during the period 1982/1985 in terms of an Occupational Rights Agreement by the South African Association of Arts (now SANAVA):

1.
The duration of sojourn in one of SANAVA’s studios in the Cité Internationale des Arts is for a maximum of four months (the minimum for a first-timer being two months).

2.
An artist (not a novice), who wishes to benefit by a working stay in the Cité Internationale des Arts, should start by submitting a portfolio of his/her work, for consideration and recommendation, to the Chairman or a panel specially delegated for that purpose by the Branch of which the applicant has been a member for at least the preceding two years.

3.
The applicant must then, through the Chairman of the Branch and with the latter’s recommendation, forward the application form to SANAVA’s Head Office, accompanied by the necessary documents and information.  The application form can be obtained from any branch of SANAVA.  Head Office has the right to submit the portfolio to a second panel for consideration.  

4.
Applications should reach Head Office not earlier than one year before the proposed sojourn in the Cité, exceptions to the rule, depending on circumstances, being left to the discretion of the National President.

5.
As a precautionary measure against possible loss of the portfolio in the mail, and also for record purposes, it is essential that a second set of photographs of recent work, as well as a duplicate set of the documentation included in the portfolio, is also to be submitted to SANAVA’s Head Office.

6.
Head Office keeps a register relating to the occupation of the studios and will liaise with an artist with regard to timeslots when a studio is available.

7.
The documentation is then forwarded by airmail to the Director General of the Cité Internationale des Arts in Paris, who has the right of final approval.

8.
A register of occupation is kept in Paris.  The Management of the Cité retains the right to allocate any vacant studio to an artist from elsewhere, should the rightful owner (e.g. SANAVA) not reserve its right to specific occupation timeously.

9.
Whilst occupation is rent-free, the Management of the Cité imposes a monthly levy with regard to the supply of linen, equipment, heating, electricity, etc.  This amount, payable by the artist, may vary from year to year, and according to the number of occupants of the studio.  The levy for 2005 is 287 Euro per month for one person and 366 Euro for two occupants.

10.
Artists who applied successfully for a stay in the Cité, must, before leaving for Paris, donate at least one approved work of art (part of the portfolio submitted) to SANAVA per sojourn.  Other successful applicants closely associated with the visual arts (e.g. curators, art administrators, cinematographers, etc.) must make a contribution of R2 000,00 (two thousand Rands).

11.
The administration of the studios by SANAVA Head Office is a costly exercise, especially in processing portfolios, telephone calls, postage, etc.  Hence, it was unanimously decided at SANAVA’s AGM, held at Worcester in April 2004, that selected artists should pay an administrative fee, in addition to presenting a work of art to SANAVA.  The amount of the fee will be the direct expenses relating to the packaging and air mailing (not registered) of the portfolio to Paris plus 10% administration cost.

12.
In view of the increased interest, and to ensure that as many artists as possible are afforded the unique possibility to work in the Cité Internationale des Arts, successful applicants are requested, as a general rule, and subject to the discretion of the National President, not to re-apply within a period of two years following their stay in a SANAVA studio.

Boudiccea Productions

Boudiccea Productions cc is a fine art and design foundry located in Riviera, Pretoria. It is owned and operated by two woman sculptors, American, Kay Potts and South African, Susanna Swart.

Kay and Susanna each have a Bachelors of Fine Arts degree in sculpture and multiple technical certifications in foundry technologies.  They first worked together at The Johnson Atelier Technical Institute of Sculpture in Princeton, NJ USA.  From there, they were contracted to update the foundry facilities and train personnel at Art Casting BVBA in Oudenaarde, Belgium.  

Upon completion of their two-year contract in Belgium, Kay and Susanna came to South Africa and started Boudiccea Productions.  The studio has been in operation since 1997 and produces not only their own art works, but also sculpture from many notable South African artists.

The foundry is particularly noted for its small, highly detailed bronze castings and fine quality craftsmanship.  Besides casting, they also provide restoration, educational, mould-making & fabrication services.

Beginning this year, they will also be offering workshops to the public. The first weekend workshops to be scheduled will be wax modelling, with the option to have the piece cast in bronze.  For more information, please contact Nandi at The Association of the Arts, Pretoria , (012) 346 3100.

Kunsvereniging Pretoria – Algemene Jaarvergadering

Kennis geskied hiermee dat die Algemene Jaarvergadering van die Kunsvereniging Pretoria in die hoofgalery, Mackiestraat 173, Nieuw Muckleneuk sal plaasvind op Dinsdag 21 Junie 2005 om 17:30.

Alle opbetaalde lede van die Kunsvereniging Pretoria is geregtig om lede vir hierdie jaar se bestuurskomitee te nomineer.  Genomineerde lede moet lede van die Kunsvereniging Pretoria wees en nominasies moet deur nog ‘n lid gesekondeer word.  ‘n Ernstige beroep word op lede gedoen om ‘n werklike poging aan te wend om aktiewe en entoesiastiese moontlike lede vir die komitee te benoem.  Voltooi asseblief die bygaande nominasievorm en stuur aan die galery per faks of pos, voor Dinsdag 7 Junie 2005.

Association of Arts Pretoria – Annual General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Association of Arts Pretoria will take place in the main gallery, 173 Mackie Street, Nieuw Muckleneuk, on Tuesday 21 June 2005 at 17:30.

All paid-up members of the Association of Arts Pretoria are entitled to nominate members for this year’s steering committee.  Nominated members must be members of the Association of Arts Pretoria and nominations must be seconded by another member.  Members are urgently requested to nominate active and enthusiastic would-be members for the committee.  Please complete the enclosed nomination form and return to the gallery by fax or post, before Tuesday 7 June 2005.

Uitnodiging aan al ons lede

Danksy ons lede en al ons kunstenaars kan ons werklik sê dat ons Vereniging suksesvol en vol lewe is.  Dit beteken egter nie dat ons nie soms die hand in eie boesem moet steek nie en vra hoe daar nog verder verbeter kan word.

Council members were recently invited to submit their views and opinions about the strong and weak points of our Association and to make practical suggestions for an even better functioning art organisation.  Many members came with very useful proposals and Council is presently considering and implementing them.

We should like to extend this invitation to all our members.  Please let us know in writing about your points of appreciation and criticism and let us know how we can maintain our position as a lively and exciting Association.

Met hartlike kunsgroete / With hearty art greetings

Pieter & Nandi

Nomination form for members of the 2005/2006 steering committee

Nominasievorm vir lede van die 2005/2006 bestuurskomitee

Name of member you wish to nominate / Naam van lid wat u wil nomineer

Telephone number  /  Telefoonnommer

Postal Address  /  Posadres

e-mail address  /  e-pos adres

Signature of nominated member  /  Handtekening van genomineerde lid

Your name and signature  /  U naam en handtekening

Secondant’s name and signature  /  Sekondant se naam en handtekening

Association of Arts Pretoria

P O Box 17053

Groenkloof 0027

Fax  :  012 346 3125
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